Woo ²ĩ˙ K 
I. The very Year in Which the 
World may expect to ſee the 

antient People of God reſtored to 
the free Exerciſe of t. 
in their own Countr' 


p * a. 
% . 8 * d * 5 
x / g - 
. ” * 
[ A 


'P 


err Religion 


II. Concerning Divine Manifeſta- 
tions or Appearances with which 
they have been favoured. OD OTIS. 


* 85 .* " 4 3 


III. Of the Reſtoratbn of their, 
| if emple-Worſhip, | | Ts 8 695 3 15 
By JONATHAN u.. I ERCER. 
hs = ET 7 Z | Wh, IHE SARA ri — al 
| Printed for J. CoLLYER, at Shakeſpear's' 85 | 
| | Head 7 in Ludgate-Street, TRIED NEE... | 


is = [Price F OUR PENCE.] 5 * + | 


ET En 


# 
hs 


* 


zer . 


22 


enn 


222 —— 


2 


—— ts a 


E 
4 2 
5 = —— 
n 6 8 
4 * 
.* 8 * - 
* 1 
- 
. - 
& 
5 = 
' A 
k 5 1 
* ' 
* 
* 
* 
* . : 
„ . * 
* e N 
0 8 8 
> 
x 
* 
" \ 
+ * * 
F , 
= * 
: " * 
: 
* 
= 4 7 
— by 7 * 
" 
. ; n 
F % 8 
* * 
p 
* 
3 *% * * 
7 * 
7 * 
. - 5 
* 
0 f 
8 ; a 
8 3 
8 
* 
, 4s * » 
„ = 
i 
* - 
+ / 
* * * - 
| 
" * 
— 433 
* - 
I * 
2 * 
" - 
> 
oy , 
2 
- 
Po : 
* 
i 
1 in 
* 
: * 
9 5 5 


PREFACE. 


E ER FOR: an 8 3 


leſs Courage, or more Meed of 
Courage than I have. Mo one, who © 


reads what 1 publiſh, can ſuppoſe me 


without the moſt vehement Defire to 


have theſe Matters ſpeedily and gene- 
rally known : And yet, who or what 
am I | In order to belp myſelf in 


this preſſing Difficulty, I endeavoured 
fome Months ago to get my Thoughts 


inſerted in a celebrated News Paper; 


for which Reaſon I began to draw 
them up in their preſent Form; but 
meeting with a Diſabhointment, 1 
now think myſelf obliged directly to 
own theſe moſt aſtoniſhing and unex- 
pected Sentiments. As the peculiar 


A 2 Zeal 


iv PREFACE. 
' Zeal with which I have always plead- 
ed the Cauſe of my Superiors, will, I 
hope, effetually ſcreen me from their 
Reſentments ; ſo the ſelf-denying Con- 
cern I now ſhew for my Fellow-Crea- 
tures, will, I doubt not, procure my 
Pardon, if not their Approbation 
and kind Wiſhes. And if, either the 
Providence of God, or what I N0W 
Publ iſh, , ſhall induce any one to re- 
quire, or in à proper Manner to 
deſire it; I ſball very readily im- 
part FR many Things JI have collect- 
ed, relating to the Scheme of Pro- 
pbecy here mentioned; which contains 
a Series of . dane, fuch as have 
not been equalled fince the Flood of 
Noah; nor for ought appears, will 


again bs equalled 7 the Wy" 7 
the General Judgment. 


Diss E R- 


FE 


DISSERTATION J. 


Sewing the very 2 ear in which the 
World may expect to ſee the an- 
tient People of God reflored to the 
free Exerciſe of their Religion in 


their own Country. 


HEN 1I look over the many 
agreeable Things, with which 
wiſe and learned Men are al- 
moſt daily furniſhing their Con- 
temporaries ; I cannot but think it ſtrange, 
that none of them has ever attempted, to 
give Spirit and Beauty to the Hiſtory of 
thoſe dark Times, when the Northern Na- 
tions, like a raging and dreadful Sea, over- 
whelmed the Southern Provinces of Europe: I 
And above all, that the ever-memorable Ex- 
pedition of Theodoric King of the Goths, by 
which they were enabled to eſtabliſh a Roman 
Empire amongſt them, has been alſo neglect- 
ed. Though the Writers of the Age in 


which 


1 
which Theodoric lived, may well be ſuppo- 
ſed to relate his Extirpation of the indepen- 
dant Tyranny of Odoacer, with peculiar Neg- 
ligence, they having agreed to take the Ab- 
dication of poor Auguſtulus for the greater 
Marvel: We may notwithſtanding affirm, 
without Danger of Contradiction, that their 
rude Memoirs acquaint us with fome Facts, 
which prove it to have been one of the 
greateſt and momentous Revolutions to be 
found in Hiſtory. To behold the Miſtreſs 
of the World, after having loſt what her 
warlike Sons had been many Ages in obtain- 
ing; at laſt herſelf alſo fairly given away to 
a foreign Nation by the Emperor Zeno; and 
that proud luxurious City, ſo forward to 
throw herſelf into the Hands of his barbarous 
Mercenaries; as by precipitant owning of her 
Intentions, to bring Fire and Sword upon all 
the Country round her: Is to look upon an 
Incident, in its own Nature fo ſingular and 
extraordinary, as that a Man may eafily per- 
ceive, there can nothing have happened to 
that Imperial City, either before or ſince, 
that has borne any Reſemblance or Propor- 
tion to it. One would think, therefore, an 
Author might venture to appeal to the 
World; whether this wonderful Eclipſe of 
the Roman Majeſty was not ſufficiently re- 
markable, to be made as it were the Epocha 
of a very important Period of Scripture Pro- 


phecy ? I repeat it in: To ſee Rome, the 
Great, 


479 - 

Great, the Mighty Rome! after having loſt 
France, Spain, and Germany properly fo 
called, together with Hungary, and her Do- 
minions near the River Albis (a); become 
the Property of her Colony at Conſtantinople; 
and, to compleat all, loſing her Villa's and 
every Thing without her Walls, for decla- 
ring in favour of the Goths before ſhe could 
ut herſelf under their Protection; is to be- 
bol ſuch a Cataſtrophe of human Power and 
Glory, as is ſcarcely to be equall'd again up- 
on Earth; except —— Neither does it ſeem 
a little ſurprizing, that by perpetuating the 
principal Circumſtances of this aſtoniſhing 
Revolution, the Poſſeſſors of thoſe Countries 
I have mentioned, have been enabled to take 
their Turns in appropriating her Imperial 
Dignity, and thereby to maintain a Succeſ- 
ſion of Roman Emperors amongſt themſelves, 
for ſo many Ages after: This being apparent- 
ly effected, by her continuing to be, both the 
Dupe of the greateſt Princes in Europe; and 
alſo an Inmate with a foreign People, whoſe 
Obedience to theſe Princes was always eſteem- 
ed neceſſary, in order to make their moſt ac- 
cumulated Glory redound unto them. Nor 
| is 
(a) I mention not the principal Poſſeſſions of the Romans 
in Africa, becauſe thoſe Countries ſeem never to have been 
. reckoned Imperial in the Holy Scriptures; (Gen. ix. 2.) nor 
Greece, Leſſer Afia, Syria, Egypt, Babylonia, or what the 
Romans had gotten in Per ſia; becauſe theſe Kingdoms ſhall 


continue for a certain Time after the Reſtoration of God's an- 
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[8] 


is it improper to obſerve with like Wonder, 


that this formidable Renovation of the Ro. 
man Empire, was not long deſtitute of ſuch 
a People, after the deadly Wound was given 
to the Goths by the Sword of Narſes ; he in- 


Lombards ; who alſo gave Name to the beſt 
Part of Italy, as having been reckoned the 


troducing 1n Rok ſtead his Mercenaries the 


puiſſant Inhabitants of that Country ever 


fince. Theodoric King of the Goths, there- 


fore, being the Prince, who after having 
projected the Scheme of this unparalell'd Con- 
ſtitution, did himſelf alſo make way for its 


5 Acceptance and Eſtabliſhment in the World; 


it is doubtleſs ſomething ſtrange, that no 
learned Man has hitherto thought proper to 
embelliſh his Story; eſpecially becauſe, if 
this great Atchievement of his ſhould prove 


to have been in the Eye of the Author of 
Revealed Religion, when he fixed upon the 
Epocha of Fs Period J have hinted at; it is 
ſcarcely poſſible to tell, what miraculous 
Changes may be expected amongſt Men in. 


the ten Years next enſuing. Though I am 
no Methodiſt, I am fully perſwaded of the 
Wiſdom and Truth of Almighty God ; for 
which Reaſon only I apprehend, that in leſs 
than ten Years, thoſe extraordinary Predic- 


tions in Tſaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah 


and the Revelation, which have only been 
accompliſhed in a figurative Senſe, ſnall be moſt 
of them accompliſhed in a literal Senſe alſo : 

And 


SY 


A] 


And I am fo ſanguine and poſitive in this triy 
Declaration, that if it might be done, I would 
chearfully make over all my little Advan- 
tages in the World, to be diſpoſed of by 
God's antient People as their own, in the lat- 
ter End of the Year 1749 (6); or to be de- 
voted by a Curſe, if that would be rather 
choſen: Provided only, their Nation would 
now promiſe, to receive me and mine to 
dwell in Mael, as Rahab formerly did, if 
then the dangerous and painful Part of their 
long expected glorious Reſtoration ſhall be 
vifibly over. e = 
N. B. If we take the 2300 in Daniel 
viii. 14. for a Period of Years, comprehend- 
ing the whole Time in which the peculiar 
Worſhip of God's antient People ſhould be 
in any Degree of Deſolation; as we are di- 
rected to do, by many obvious and very ma- 
terial Intimations in the Prophecy itſelf (c) 1 
| „ an 


(e) This anſwers the Time when the great Battle of Verona 
happened; the City declaring for Theodoric immediately af- 
ter that Battle ; which was fought in the latter End of the 
Year 489. 5 | Ek 
(e) 1. The Queſtion in Daz. viii. 13, ſeems general, g. d. 
If the Worſhip of God ſhall be interrupted again, after the 
Return from the Captivity of Babylon, =_ long ſhall it be 
before there be an End of ſuch Things? 

2. Neither the Anſwer nor Interpretation ſeem to fix 
it to the Prince who was before ſpoken of ; bat the Interpre- 
tation at leaſt rather directly otherwiſe, 

3. Daniel might know, from what had been revealed to 
him before, that till the Antient of Days ſhould come, and 
the Saints begin their everlaſting Kingdom, unn and 

5 3 nter- 


7 100 

and beginning at the Eleventh of Zedekiab, 
when the daily Sacrifice was taken away by 
foreign Enemies ; (Fer. xxix. 2. 10.) ſhall add 
to it, and to the remaining 59 Years of the 
Captivity of Babylon, 460 out of Daniel's 70 
Weeks, which will bring us to the Beginning 
of the Chriſtian Fra, commonly called the 

Year 


| Interaptions in their Publick Worliip, muſt needs be very 
common; and therefore we have no Reaſon to believe, that 
ſuch a Queſtion as this, ſhould afterwards be anſwered be- 
fore him in any other Manner than as I underſtand it. 

4. The peculiar Manner of mentioning theſe Days in the 
Original, as ſo many Evenings and Mornings, ſeems plainly 
to intimate, that they were not common, but prophetical 
Days; and if ſo, no other Period than this could poſſibly be 
intended. | 

5. Though they offered their Sacrifices many Years whilſt 

the ſecond Temple was ſtanding; yet this Part of their Pub- 
lick Worſhip was, all that Time, under two very material 
Diſadvantages, cauſed by the former Deſolation; namely, 
they wanted the viſible Preſence of the Object of their Wor- 
ſhip upon the Mercy- ſeat, uſually called the Shechinah ; and 
the ſacred Fire which came down from Heaven to conſume 
their Sacrifices. 
6. The Event in the Days of Autiochus. ſuppoſed by ma- 
ny to be here foretold, did not anſwer this Prediction; or 
however, not ſo plainly, as much to edify the Church of 
God, either at that Time or ſince by its Accompliſhment. 

7. The Direction to ſhut up this Prophecy, (Dan. viii. 26.) 
as comprehending Times at a very great Diſtance ; (a Cau- 
tion not given along with the 70 Weeks, which extended 
far beyond the Reign of Antiochus ; but much the ſame with 
what we have in Dar. xii. .) is both a Proof, that the Time 
here mentioned, and the three Years and an half in Dar. 
Xii. 7. relate to the laſt End of the Churches Troubles; 
when God's People ſhall, as it were, be raiſed from the 
Dead, (Dan. xii. 2. Exel. xxxvii. 6. Rew. xx.) and alſo ſhews 
us, that the Saints would rather be prejudiced than otherwiſe 
by this Prediction; if they offered to apply it to thoſe early 
Times, unleſs they would regard theſe as Types of longer 
and deeper Diſtreſſes which were to follow. 


LED 
Year of our Lord, (Dan. ix. 24.) and then 
make up the Remainder of the 2300 out of 
this Era, we ſhall find, that in the Year 
1780 that People will be able to begin the 
free Exerciſe of their Temple-Worſhip, 
which ſhall neyer be interrupted more ; and 
if we take out of this 1780, the 30, which 
are added in Dan. xii. 11. to the Time, 
Times and an half, or 1260, he mentions in 
the 7 Verſe of that Chapter; (ſee alſo Dan. 
vil. 26.) Which 30 Years may well be ſpent 
in dividing the Land, and other neceſſary 
Preparations (9; ; we ſhall then underſtand, 

IE | | that 


(4) The Pop Jaiab, ſpeaking of the Reſtoration of 
God's antient People under the Branch, (Ja. iv. 5, 6.) ſeems 
to ſay, that at firſt, they ſhould have a Tabernacle upon 
Mount Zion, with a Cloud and Glory over-ſhadowing both 
it and the neighbouring Houſes, e like what they had 
in the Wilderneſs when they came out of the Land of Egypt; 
whereas the Prophet Ezekie/ very plainly aſſures us, that 
their new Temple ſhall not ſtand upon Mount Zion, but upon 
a high Mountain not yet in being, at ſome Diſtance from 
Jeruſalem, (Exek. xlviii. 10, 13, 15.) 1 conceive therefore, 
that the Tabernacle mentioned by Jaiab, will be made uſe 
of till the zo Year after their Reſtoration, when the high 
Mountain, which will probably be raiſed by an Earthquake, 
being become fit to have the Temple of the World erected 
upon it, this will be begun, in the ſame Manner as that in 
Ezra iii. 3, 4, 5, 6. the Fire from Heaven, and perhaps in 
that a. Divine Glory alſo, deſcending upon the new-made 
Altar: And that this Temple will be finiſhed in forty-five 
Years more, (Jobn ii. 20.) when, as Daniel ſeems to intimate, 

the laſt extraordinary publick Favour will be beſtowed upon 
God's choſen People, (Dan. xii. 12.) in the Coming of his 
glorious Appearance into the Temple at the Time of its De- 
dication, (Exod. xl. 35. 1 Kings viii. 10, 11. Exel. xlv. 3, 4, 5 
when perhaps, the fiiver alſo mentioned in Exel. xlvii. 1. 
which the Prophet did not fee, till after the Divine Glory 
was come into the Temple, fall begin to iſſue out. 
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that in 1750, or if the Years are to be com- 


ow in the fourth Month of 1751, they 


all be fo far delivered from their Enemies, as 
to begin ſome of their peculiar Services; and 
therefore, according to the Accounts given us 
by the other Prophets of the Manner of their 
e theſe Predictions of Daniel alſo, 
thus compared, aſſure us; that the danger- 
ous and painful Part of their Reſtoration will 


be over, by the latter End of the ſame Year 


1749 Which may well remind the World, 
both of the Words of Joſeph, in Gen. xli.32. 
that the Prophecy is thus doubled, becauſe the 
Thing is eſtabliſhed by God le): And = 
0 


(e) The great Things which are to be done at the Conclu- 
fion of theſe two Periods, being of ſuch a Nature, as that 


they muſt neceſſarily be accompliſhed exactly at the ſame Time, 


(Dan. vii. 25. and xii. 7.) it is moſt aſtoniſhing to obſerve, 
that the Prophecies not only point out the ſame End of the 
fame Year, for that Purpoſe ; but alſo contain each of them 
ſome Particulars which make it impoſſible they ſhould ever be 
thus accompliſhed in any other future Time whatſoever : The 
Prophecy of Daniel, on one Hand, not allowing us to fix 
the Beginning of its Period at more than two Times, beſides 
that according to which I have endeayoured to explain it; 
namely, as meaning that the 2300 were to be reckoned either 
from the Third of Be/azzar, when Daniel ſaw this awful 
Viſion, (Dan. viii. 1.) or from the Time when the daily Sacri- 
fice ſhould be taken away by the King of Syria; and the 
State of the Roman Empire, on the other Hand, abſolutely 


forbidding us to fix the Beginning of the Period hinted at in 


the foregoing Diſſertation, at ſuch a Time, as would any 
way ſuit either one or the other of theſe two Ways; for 
which Reaſon, I think, the Prophecy cannot but ſtrike our 


Minds, with peculiar Conviction and Terror ; the Compari- 


ſon thus fixing the Senſe of both of them, in the moſt unal- 


terable and ſurprizing Manner, as pointing at the Vear before 
mentioned. 


L431 
of the Words of the Angel in Rev. xiv. 7. 
Fear God, and give Glory to him, for the 


4 72 of his Judgment is come; and wor- 
ſhip him, that made Heaven, and Earth, the 


Sea and the Fountains of Waters. 


(f 0 We ſhall perceive that this Word ſhould be taken ve- 
ry ſtrictly at preſent, if we take from 1749. in the firſt Place 
the Time, Times and half when the Enemy will rule over 
God's People; or as it expreſſed in the Revelation, when 
they will lie dead and unburied before him ; which cannot 
well be leſs than a Year and eight Months; and allow as 
much more as will make it up two Years, for the Time 
he muſt neceſſarily ſpend in ſubduing them; and after all 
allow another Year and eight Months, for his wearin 
out the Saints of the moſt High; or as the Rewelation ex- 
preſſes it, for the Witneſſes to be in their Sackcloth ; becauſe 
we ſhall find upon the whole, that we are thus brought back, 
ſo near the latter End of the preſent twelve Months of thirty | 
Days « each, (which was the Year made uſe of both in Danie/ 
and the Revelation) that we have the greateſt Reaſon to dread 
its touching upon the current Vear; eſpecially if ſome Hints 
in the antient Prophets, relating to this great Affair, are to 

be underſtood as I apprehend they ſhould be. 

It may not be amiſs for the Reader now to take a general 
View of the forementioned Calculations. 


1780 
I 30 
1 8 59 | 
489 460 1750 
1260 1780 — * 
1749 2300 1749 
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DissERTATION II. 


Concerning Divine Manifeſtations or 
Appearances with which they have 
been favoured. 


HAVE often wiſhed, to find out a plain 
and univerſal Rule, by which the Mani- 
feſtations or Appearances of the Divine Ma- 
jeſty, which have been ſeen in our World, 
might be certainly known, having been long 
perſwaded of the Poſſibility of making ſach 
a Diſcovery, partly, becauſe of the maniteſt 
Oddneſs and Danger of perſevering in a Mil- 
take in a Matter of ſuch Importance ; but 
more eſpecially, becauſe I apprehended, that 
theſe Appearances themſelves haye always 
een engaged in ſuch diſtinguiſhing Perform- 
ances, as (at leaſt in great and general 
T hings) would enable a diligent Obſerver to 
ſay, which are, and by Conſequence alſo 


which are not, Manifeſtations of the Al- 


mighty. As J endeavoured to obtain what 1 
' wiſhed for in this reſpect, I was convinced, 
that though it is impoſſible for us to diſtin- 
guiſh theſe Appearances from other Objects 
we read of, by any Rule relating, either to 
their viſible Forms or Attendants, which 
were moſt aſtoniſhingly varied even. in the 
earlieſt 


o 


IV] . 
earlieſt Times (a); or to their Names, the 
moſt awful of which was never known un- 
to Abraham, who had often ſeen the Divine 


Majeſty, (Exod vi. 3. Gen. viii. 1, Sc.) Theſe 


two Things having undoubtedly been the 
principal Cauſes of our preſent Uncertainty; 
yet that a Man might be helped over this 
Difficulty, notwithſtanding, if he only re- 
membered and applied, in a proper Manner, 


the following ſelf-evident Rule; namely, 


that whenever a viſible Form has been men- 
tioned in the Word of God, as engaging in 
a Work in its own Nature incommunicable, 

(becauſe neceſſarily requiring ſuch Power and 
Manner of Application of it, as is undenia- 
bly peculiar to the infinite and eternal Mind 
itſelf;) which viſible Agent is repreſented, 
both as —_ SPY the Manner in 


which 


(a) The levies very different Forms of. Divine Mani- 
feſtations or Appearances are mentioned in that Part of the 
ſacred Volume I here refer to; namely, I. The Shechinah, 
if that was a viſible Glory, as it ſeems to have been, (Lev. 
Xvi. 2.) II. The Cloud and Fire alternately over the Taber- 
nacle, (Numb. ix. 15, 16.) III. A greater Glory there up- 
on extraordinary Occaſions, (Numb. Xvi. 42.) IV. The moſt 
glorious Appearance upon Mount Sinai, (Exod. xxiv. 10. 
V. As a Whirlwind, - (Job xxxviii. 1. xlii. 5.) VI. As a 


Man to Abra bam, (Gen. xvii. 2, 13.) VII. "—_ a ſrncaking 


Furnace and Burning Lamp, (Gen. xv. 17, 18. Fer. xxxiv. 
18.) VIII. As ſeven Lamps or ſeven Eyes, (Zech. iii. g. 
and iv. 10.) Beſides ſome other Variations; ſuch as, 1. The 
Flame of Fire in a Buſh, (Exod. ili. 6, 7.) 2. The glorious 
Appearance at the River of Chebar, (Exzek. i. 28. 3. An 
undeſcribed, and perhaps undeſcribable Manifeſtation, being 
neither like Fire nor Whirlwind, (1 Kings xix. 11, 12.) 
which, as I apprehend, ſhould be referred to one or other of 
the foregoing Appearances. 
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[ 16 ] 
which the inviſible Spirit of God was knowti 
to be then and there a working, and at the 
ſame Time, as contributing itſelf alſo to the 
Propriety and Wonder of the Operation; 


this ſhould always be acknowledged to have 


been a Manifeſtation or Appearance of the 
true God, let it have been called or known 
by what Name ſoever, or arrayed in greater 
or leſſer Glories, according to its Pleaſure 3 
theſe being neceſſarily varied, as the Occa- 
fion of its Appearing did require; even as we 

change our Countenances and Behaviour, ac- 
cording to what we are about, or the Things 
or Perſons with which we are converſing. 


In order to try this Rule a little, let us ima- 


gine, that in the incommunicable Work of 
Creation, whilſt it was carrying on as the 
natural Effort of infinite Power and Holineſs, 
the Form of the Divine Appearance which 


| ſpoke the commanding Words, LET 


THERE BE—— was varied; a Ma- 
nifeſtation like the Shechinah, or Whirl- 
wind, ſuch as converſed with Jeb, (Job 
xxxviii. 17, and xlii. 5.) being to be ſeen in 
our World, when the Spirit of God firſt 
moved upon the Face of the Waters; and 
another like that ſeen by Abraham, (Gen. 


Xvili. 2.) appearing, as the Work began to 
riſe to a greater Degree of Perfection; and 
that at laſt a moſt glorious Manifeſtation of 


the Almighty, like that beheld by the People 
of Jrael at Mount Sinai, was ſeen deſcending, 
5 with 


ww] 


with- its Attendants, from the Imperial 
Throne of Heaven, in order to put the finiſh- 
ing Hand to the wondrous Undertaking : 
According to the Rule before- mentioned, 
every reaſonable Creature ſhould regard each 
of theſe, as a Manifeſtation or Appearance 
of the Divine Majeſty, notwithſtanding ſo 
ſtrange a Variation; which indeed, would 


not in the leaſt have ſtartled, either Moſes or 
any of the People of God his Contemporaries, 


Who were uſed to more numerous, and if 


poſſible to greater Variations even than theſe 


are; any more than ſuch a Thing would at 


preſent ſurprize wiſe and holy Perſons of 


that Nation ; who ſhould, for many Reaſons, 


be allow'd to have a better Notion of Divine 


Manifeſtations, than the wiſe and learned 


Men of any other People whatſoever, And 


if we were to apply the Rule I have mention- 


ed alſo, to the incommunicable Work of re- 
ſtoring our World to its loſt Advantages; 


and whilſt we are obſerving, with reſpect 


to Millions of reaſonable Creatures, Mortali- 
ty a changing to Immortality; a Likeneſs to 
the infernal Serpent, to Perfection little ſhort 


of that of glorious Angels; an uneaſy Power 


and Subjection, to heavenly Liberty and 
Equality; a thorny and thiſtly Ground, to 
a celeſtial Paradiſe; diſtreſſing Labour, to 
the Actions of a generous Mind in its moſt 
pleaſing Performances; the Herbs of the 


Field, to Trees of Life; nad Pains and Sor- 


© rows, 
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rows, like thoſe of a Woman in travel, to 
everlaſting Joy upon their Heads ; we ſhould 
alſo behold the viſible Form at the Head of 
this Work, as he appears in any Part of it, 
changed as to his Circumſtances or Condition, 
from better to worſe, or the contrary, even 
fo as to paſs from any, or all of theſe Ex- 
treams to their Oppoſites: He would till 
be regarded by us notwithſtanding, as a Ma- 
nifeſtation of the Almighty ; let him be call- 
ed by what Names he will, or be treated 
in any Manner whatſoever by the Genera- 
lity of thoſe who were about him. It 
ſeems aſtoniſhing therefore, that the whole 
World ſhould not always have looked for 
a Manifeſtation of the Almighty, in the 
| Perſon of the promiſed Seed of the Wo- 
man; becauſe, the Turning of the Sen- 
tence in Gen. iii. 16,—19. to the Reverſe 
of all its Particulars, according to the _ 
ner before-mentioned, is undoubtedly a 
Action, in its own Nature, ſo divine * 
extraordinary, as that no other Manifeſta- 
tion of God, how much to be revered ſo- 
ever, has at any Time had an Opportuni- 
ty, for giving a higher Proof, of its being 
related to his inviſible Nature as one of his 
AN: This Work very plainly be- 
ing equal to, if not exceeding, the higheſt 
Part of the Work of Creation itſelf; as any 
one, who can be brought to conſider the 
Matter with tolerable Diligence, will very 


eaſily, 
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eaſily, I had almoſt ſaid neceſſarily be con- 


vinced. It is not to be doubted, but that 
every Man who writes or ſpeaks in good 
earneſt, of this dreadful Sentence I refer to, 
will moſt readily allow, that before the un- 
| happy Occaſion of it, our World was in 

a State, the Reverſe, not only of all the 
Particulars there mentioned ; but alſo, of 


all ſuch Things, as either depend upon 


thoſe Particulars, or on which thoſe Par- 
ticulars themſelves in any Way or Manner 
whatſoever depend, If therefore we were 
to ſuppoſe, that when the ever-bleſſe1 and 
glorious Creator, had brought our World 
to the Degree of Perfection in which it is 

at preſent, he had deſiſted from his Work; 


and that he had called (as in Effect he does, 


Gen. iii. 15.) upon the Seed of the Woman 
to finiſh it, in a Manner, the Reverſe of 
the Sentence we are now conlidering : 
Would not every one immediately perceive, 
that this Seed of the Woman (whatever he 
might be as to his Form or his Glories,) 
mult, however, in this moſt material 
Reſpect, be entirely equal to him, who 
before had carried on the Work of Crea- 
tion thus far; or if there could be any Dit- 
ference betwixt them, that he who ſhould 

make our World as it were a little Heaven, 
would undoubtedly be owned, by all rea- 


ſonable Creatures, to have done the greater 
Wonder, But, W e there are ſome Cir- 


1 cumſtances 
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cumſtances in the Caſe we are now upon, 
which make the Part of the Finiſher, ſtill 
more difficult and extraordinary, even than 
it would have been according to this fore- 
going Suppoſition; partly, ariſing from the 
Cauſe of the Imperfection, which turned 
more to the Diſadvantage of the Finiſher, 
than would the Creator's deſiſting from bis 
Work have done; the compleating the 
Operation in one Caſe, being like the bring- 
ing to Perfection a growing Infant; but 
in the other, as the Healing of a loathſome 
Patient; and partly, from the Relapſes and 
Oppoſition of the poor Creatures themſelves; 
neither of which could well be ſuppoſed 
poſſible in the other Caſe, but more eſpeci- 
ally and above all, from the Intereſt, if 
Ruin and Deſtruction may be called an In- 
tereſt, which Powers more than human, 
had onhappily gained amongſt Mortals ; by 
which Efforts in themſelves ſufficient to re- 
cover us, would be over-powered and over- 
whelmed ; their Violence and Impetuoſity, 
having been all along found to be ſo great, 
as that if the Divine Agent attending this 
Work, would, according to the Rule I 
have laid down, ſuit his Manifeſtation or 
Appearance to ſuch tender Influences of the 
inviſible Power of God, as muſt neceſſarily 
be wanted in order to ſuit theſe poor Pa- 
tients; he would himſelf alſo be in Danger 
of being Werden by theſe dreadful In- 
truders; 
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truders; fo as not to be like to finiſh his 


Work, without ſwimming with his Patients 
himſelf through all the Torrent of their 


Miſeries ; which is but too plainly inti- 


mated by Moſes, in the Sentence we are 


conſidering, when the Divine Majeſty aſ- 
ſures Adam, that the Seed of the Woman 
ſhould have his Heel bruiſed. 1 cannot but 
humbly hope, therefore, that His York 
will for ever hereafter vindicate the Rela- 
tion of the promiſed. Seed of the Woman, 
to the inviſible Nature of God as one of 
his Manifeſtations or Appearances; and I 
the rather do ſo, becauſe, the Divine Ma- 


jeſty is very frequently introduced by Moſes 


and the Prophets, as repreſenting, both the 
Aſſiſtance given to his choſen Servants, 


and the Oppoſition he makes to their Ene- 


mies, as being attended with the greateſt 
Difficulty to himſelf (P/al. Ixxviii. 40. Amos 
i. 13. J. Ixiii. 3, 5, 9, 10. Gen. vi. 6.) ; 
Such Words, being indeed to be underſtood, 
as we uſually ſay, after the Manner of Men; 


but that ſoftning Expreſſion, itſelf, making 
them ſtill more proper to my preſent Pur- 


poſe; this being, as much as to ſay, that 
if he was to be Emmanuel, or, God with us, 


according to the Words of the Prophet, | 


(Ja. vii. 14. and viii. 8.) he would really 
be diſtreſſed in ſuch a Manner amongſt 
us. Well then may this Deſire of all Na- 
tions ; ner having paſſed through the lower 


Part 


L #3 1 


Part of his much-wanted Operation; and 
being now, at laſt, according to the Divine 
Promiſe, (Dan. vii. 13, 14.) ready to come 


in the Clouds of Heaven, along with the 


Antient of Days; purpoſe, even in our 


World, to expreſs his Joy, in the Midſt of 


ſome of his choſen Servants, (Dan. xii. 2, 3.) 
diſtributing Gifts, of a miraculous Nature, 
amongſt thoſe who love him (5); when being 
owned by all, and eſteemed and reverenced 


to the higheſt Degree, by thoſe who have 
the Honour to be moiſt nearly related to 


him, he ſhall continue to reign over a 
willing People, till at length. he will come 
5 5 to 


(3) The Divine Majeſty has apparently reſerved to himſelf, 


a Power to act in a very different Manner, at ſome Times, 
from the uſual Laws, either of one World, or the other, 


which he has frequently made uſe of, near his own awful Ma- 


nifeſtations, and otherwiſe according to his Pleaſure ; whereby 


he has given Occaſion, for conſidering him under the Notion, 
of wha: the World has been pleaſed to call a Trinity: The 
natural Efforts of infinite Power and Holineſs, to which our 
Earth foon became a Stranger, but which are ſtill exerted in 
Heaven, being regarded as One in this Diſtinction; his In- 
fences ſai iting the preſent State of our World, being Ano- 


ther; and theſe miraculous and extraordinary Exertings of 


Divine Power, being the Third: Which Method of conceiv- 
ing of him, has been alſo abundantly favoured by his Appear- 
ances among! us; the glorious Maniſeſtations ſuiting the 
Firit of thete, having come into our World as Strangers ever 
fince the Fall; that is, almoſt as long as we have any Ac- 
count of them; the Manifeſtation or Appearance ſuiting the 
decond, being Emmanuel, or the promiſed Seed of the Woman; 
and the more limited and tranſient Appcarances ſuiting the 
Third, having been Lamps, Eyes, and other Forms, with 
which any one, who is not quite a Stranger to the ſacred 
Volume, mu! be 1 well acquiinted, 
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to move in a higher Sphere ſtill ; namely, 
that of judging, who have, and who have 
not been benefited, by ſuch Efforts of Di- 
vine Mercy as they have before been fa- 
voured with ; when we need not doubt, but 
according to the Rule before-mentioned, he 
will appear in ſuch a Manner, as moſt ex- 


actly to ſuit, what the inyiſible Spirit of 


God will be then and there a doing. 
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DissERTATION III. 


Of the Reftoration of their Temple- 
Worſhip. 


JD XPECTING to fee in a very little 
Time, a great Wonder in the moſt 
exalted Sphere of human Glory and Govern- 


ment; namely, the antient People of God, 


ſo much favoured by the brighteſt Sun of 
European Majeſty, as to ſeem to be cloathed 
with it; whilſt they comparatively trample 


upon the leſs valuable Influences of the Afiatick 


Creſcent (a); and in the friendly Diſpoſition 
which ſuch unexpected good Uſage will raiſe 
in them, ready to boaſt themſelves of their 
twelve illuſtrious Worthies, who, for many 
Ages, have been ſo highly reverenced and 
admired by all the Nations round them: 1 


thought an Attempt to prepare the Reſt of 
Mankind, for looking with Pleaſure upon 


the promiſed Reſtoration of their Temple- 


Worſhip in their own Country, would be 


neither 


(a) I take it for granted, that the Days mentioned in the 
Prediction I refer to, are not only to be taken for a Period of 


ſo many Years; but alſo for one of ſo many Months or Days 


as are there mentioned. (See Diſſert. I. Note (J).) Which 

ſhorter” Period will begin ſo near the Concluſion of the other, 

eg both of them ſhall be compleated exactly at the ſame 
ime. | 
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neither improper nor unſeaſonable, being 
myſelf perſwaded, that nothing but an ill- 
grounded Prejudice, founded upon an Igno- 
rance of what may eaſily be ſaid upon this 
Subject, can prevent a Man's wiſhing moſt 
ſincerely and ardently for ſuch a Reſtora- 
tion. That their Temple, and the great eſt 
Part of the peculiar Worſhip of it, will be 
reſtored, when the Divine Majeſty will not 
only reſtore the other Advantages they hve 
loſt by the Cruelty of their Enemies, Pat 
abundantly encreaſe and improve thoſe Ad- 
vantages; will, I think, appear very plain 
and undeniable to any one, who looks, 
though in never ſo careleſs a Manner, on 
the Nine laſt Chapters of. Ezekies Pro- 
phecies, Ezek. xx. 40. Zech. xiv. 16,—19, 
and many other parallel Texts of Scripture ; 
it being every whit as proper, to underſtand: 
their Reſtoration itſelf as a ſpiritual and figu- 
rative Thing only ; -as ſo to underſtand, what 
is there ſaid concerning their peculiar Tem- 
ple-Worſhip: Or, if any Thing can be ſaid 
ſtill more wild and extravagant, it being 
every whit as poſſible, for, Moſes to have 
underſtood the Directions given him, in the 
Books of Exodus and Leviticus, about making 
the Tabernacle, and managing the Sacrifices 
there to be offered in a figurative Senſe on- 
ly; as for the Fews, when they are re- 
ſtored to their own Countty, to underſtand 
thoſe Orders given them in the latter * 
. 8 
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1 
of Ezekzel's WP So as only given them 
ſome typical and figurative Hints, of Fa- 


vours they are to receive, or Daties they 


are to perform, in that Day of their Pro- 
ſperity. Nor 1s it a little to be wondered 
at, that this very Thing ſhould not have 
been long ago inferred alſo, from the known 
Practice of the twelve illuſtrious Perſons 
before-mentioned : It being one of the moſt 
ſtrange and unaccountable Things in the 
World, that any of their profeſſed Admi- 
rers, after being convinced of their continu- 
ing to the laſt, to join in the publick Pray- 


ers and Sacrifices of the Temple; and even 


of their doing this, becauſe they would not 


diſcourage a Zeal for the Law of Mofes, 


and by Conſequence, a vehement Defire of 
the Continuance of thoſe Services (As xxi. 
20,— 27). ſhould, notwithſtanding, be 
capable of believing, that ſome of their 
Words contradicted their Examples in this 
remarkable Particular; eſpecially, ſince any 

one may caſily make it appear, that hols 
Words of theirs, which have-given Occaſion 


for this Miſtake, are.nothing more, than a 


ſtrict Paraphraſe or Interpretation of Dar. 
ix. 26, 27, which two Verſes were never 


underſtood, by any Perſon I know of, as in 


the leaſt contradicting, what either Daniel 
himſelf, or the other Prophets have ſaid 
concerning the Reſtoration of the daily Sa- 
crifice, Being OVERT” divinely 
2 bot 
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both of the Propriety and Certainty of the 
Reſtoration of the Temple-Worſhip, amongſt 
God's antient People under the Government 
of the Branch, (Zech. vi. 12, 13.) we hall 
undoubtedly perceive, that the Proſpe& will 
afford us a great deal of Pleaſure, if we re- 
member what it was, that firſt gave Occa- 
Hon for introducing this Sort of Worſhip 
amoneſt them; even the . Dwelling of God's 
viſible Manifeſtation or Appearance in the 
Place where thoſe Services were performed; 
(Exod. xxix. 43. and xl. 3 5. 1 Kings viii. 10, 
11, 12, 13.) (5) which Manifeſtation, as Egeꝶiel 
aſſures us, (Exe. xliii. 2,——7.) will return 
into our World at the Time I write of, and 
continue to dwell in the Midſt of the Chil- 
dren. of 1/rae/ for ever. The World will 

D 2 5 have 


(5) For this Reaſon, the Divine Majeſty ſeems to promiſe 
the Builders of the ſecond Temple, that he would fill that 
Houle with his Glory, (Haggai ii. 7.) Such a Circumſtance, 
being by all his Servants ſuppoſed neceſſary to a Temple of 
his; and at the ſame Time alſo ſhews his People, how to 
reconcile ſuch a Promiſe with the Prediction in Dan. viii. 14. 
which ſuppoſes, that the daily Sacrifice ſhould be taken away, 
during the 70 Weeks, or Time of the ſecond Temple, ac- 
cording to Dan. ix. 26. (See Diſſert. I. Note (c) 5. and 
Rabbi Foſeph Fachiades's Paraphraſe upon Daniel. who 
underſtands the 2300, in this reſpect, in the ſame Manner 
as I do) by telling them, that it ſhould be filled with his 
Glory, by the Coming of the Deſire of all Nations into it: 
which, as the Prophet was here directed to ſay, would be a 

reater, or to the Divine Majeſty a more difficult Manifeſta- 
tion of Glory, than that which was ſeen in the firſt Temple; 
it being harder, for our infinitely bright Creator to conceal 
his Glories, than to ſhew them; for the ſame Reaſon, as it 
is harder for us ta hide either our Shame or our Miſery, than, 
to ſhew it. 5 
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have great Reaſon to rejoice, at the Return 
of this viſible Manifeſtation of the Almighty 
into it ; not only, on Account of the many 
and much-wanted Advantages, which then 
will immediately flow from ſo Divine a 
Preſence; but more eſpecially, . becauſe. it 
will thus be convinced, that ſome of the 


Inhabitants of our Earth ſhall, in due Time, 


recover the Heights of the natural Felicity 
of reaſonable Creatures : This being no other, 
than the moſt glorious Appearance itſelf, 
which bas always preſided in the Aſſembly 


of Angels; who alſo themſelves, will de- 


ſcend in great Numbers along with the 


heavenly Viſion, (Ezek. iii. 12. Dan. vii. 


10.) as if to give the Worſhippers of God 
in his Temple, an. Opportunity for ſeeing; 
that by this extraordinary Condeſcenſion of 
the common Object of their Worſhip, the 
Aſſemblies of the two Worlds are more 
than half united already; notwithſtanding 
the preſent Mortality and Imperfection, of 
the holieſt and moſt valuable Perſons ever to 
be found amongſt Mankind. And as to the 
antient People of God, this will be to them as 


it were Life from the Dead; when their God 


will return in Glory, like that in which he 
appeared, on thoſe ever-memorable fix Days, 
when the Covenant was a writing by Moſes, 
and ſolemnly entered into by their whole 


Nation at Mount Sinai, (Exod. xxiv. 4, 7, 


12, 16, Dan, vii. 9, 10. Exel. xliii. 3, 4.) 
1 becauſe 
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| becauſe this will not only conſtitute them 
the Courtiers and Miniſters of Heaven's Al- 
mighty King, with abſolute Promiſe annex- 
ed to the Privileges of their high Station, 
that they ſhall for ever continue in the En- 
joyment of them; (Ezek. xliii. 7.) but alſo, 
as the chief Bleſfing of Abraham's Family, 
and Dignity of David's Houſe, was their 
near and honourable Relation to the Deſire 
of all Nations; that they ſhall at laſt find 
themſelves poſſeſſed, of all the peculiar Ad- 
vantages belonging to that Relation; the 
moſt valuable temporal Bleſſings themſelves, 
under the auſpicious Government of him, 
who comes in the Clouds of Heaven, along 
with the Antient of Days, (Dan. vii. 13, 14.) 
being to be communicated to the World by 
means of the Kings and Prieſts of their Na- 
tion. Nor will it be a ſmall Addition alſo 
to the Joy of a Saint, (Dan. vii. 18, 27.) if 
when he ſhall ſee the Reſtoration of the 
Temple-Worſhip, he ſhall conſider a little 
the Nature and Deſign of thoſe uncommon 
and myſterious Services; becauſe, this will 
lead him to obſerve, that it is by what the 
Divine Majeſty 1s doing, as Reſtorer of the 
Warld, that he hopes for Acceptance with him, 
as Creator and Governor of it; theſe Sa- 
 crifices plainly repreſenting, what the pro- 
miſed Seed either has done, or 1s a doing, in 
order to help forward his Thraelites i in the Re- 
coyery of their natural Happineſs, in the 
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Preſence of their Maker: Their Paſchal 
Lamb, (Ezek. xlv. 21.) being a lively Re- 


preſentation of their Deliverance from a 
State of general Ruin ( 7. lu. 7.), their 
Sin-Offerings, (Esel. xlv. 17.) appearing, 


as if they brought in their Hands the bruiſed 
Heel of the Seed of the Woman, and their 
Burnt-Offerings and Peace-Offerings, being 


grateful Acknowledgments of thoſe happy 


Beginnings of Peace and Mercy with which 
they have already been favoured in their 
Way to Perfection. (Ezek. xlv. 1 5, 23, 25. 
Zech, xiv, 16.) How then will the happy 


Worſhipper, if duly prepared in other Re- 


ſpects for the awful Interview, rejoice! when 


he regards himſelf, as ſupported in his Ad- 


direſſes by the promiſed Seed of the Wo- 


man; and graciouſly accepted, by the moſt 
tremendous Manifeſtation of the Almighty, 


appearing in his Temple before him; being 


thus undeniably and infallibly aſſured, that 


he has found the right Way to heavenly 


Glory and Immortality; his preſent Situa- 
tion being, as I ſaid before, but little inferior 


to it; and the faithful Promiſe of his God, 
(Dan. xii. 3. Pſal. xvi. 11.) abundantly ſe- 


curing his future Poſſeſſion of it. The Re- 
ſtoration of the peculiar Worſhip of the 


Temple of God, being therefore ſo very de- 


ſirable to all thoſe, who either regard their 
own Intereſt, or wiſh to ſee the Manifeſta- 


tion of the great Creator once more in our 
World; 


| 1 1 

World; I cannot but humbly hope, that, 
whenever the antient People of God ſhall 
return to their own Country, our Nation, 


ſo famous for exerting itſelf, in order to 
promote the general Happineſs of Mankind, 


will not only imitate the Generoſity of the 5 


puiſſant and noble Perſans, (Ezra i. 4, 6, 7. 
and viii. 25, 26, 27.) but alſo, do more in 

a Way of charitable and friendly Aſſiſtance, 
upon that extraordinary Occaſion, if poſli- 
ble, than ever it did before : Becauſe, we 
may be well aſſured, that we ſhall never 
have again ſuch another Opportunity; either 
for ſerving a People, who will unqueſtion- 
ably be able to make us a moſt welcome 
Return; or for ſecuring to ourſelves a prin- 
cipal Share in the Privileges annexed by our 
great Maſter to ſuch a Service; when he 
ſeems to declare, that he will eſteem every 
Thing done or not done -at that Time, to 


his choſen People, as done or not done to 
Himſelf, El, 
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